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2008

English 3099G-099: Myth and Culture
Dr. Miho Nonaka
Time: 12-12:50 p.m. MWF
Class Location: Coleman 3609
Office: Coleman 3050 Mail Box: Coleman 3155 Email: mnonaka@eiu.edu
Office Hours: MW 1-2 p.m., 4:20-4:50 p.m., F 1-2 p.m., and by appointment
Policies:
* You are expected to attend all classes. If you miss more than 4 classes. I vvill lower your final grade
by a letter. If you miss 6 or more classes, you will either drop the course or accept an F for the
semester. As outlined in the student catalogue. I will consider an absence excused only for "'reasons of
illness, emergency. or university activity." For each case. you must show me an appropriate document
to verify your absence.

* I will give unscheduled reading quizzes frequently to make sure you keep up with the assignment.
They are meant to be easy if you do the reading. These quizzes and in-class writing assignments must
be turned in by the end of class, and cannot be made up at a later date; that is the reward for attending
class regularly.

* Assignments must be handed in within the first 10 minutes of class on the day they are due unless we
have worked out a prior arrangement. Work handed in after that time will lose one letter grade for each
class period it is late. Any work turned in a week past the deadline will receive a zero. I will not
accept assignments via email.
Grading:
Professionalism (attendance, active preparation, participation and cooperation): 15%
Quizzes and in-class writing assignments: 10%
Presentation and leading class discussion: 10%
Midterm exam: 15%
Short essay: 10%
Long essay: 15%
Final exam: 25%
To calculate semester grades, I use numbers rather than letters. These will convert into your final
grade as follows: 91-lOO=A; 81-90=B; 71-80=C; 61-70=D. We may add, cancel, or revise some
assignments. In that case, percentage totals may be adjusted also.
Presentation: I will assign these presentations early in the semester. From your assigned reading,
choose a passage that you find especially impo1iant or intriguing. You are free to do outside research
to obtain background information on historical events, tradition and culture of the society the text
portrays; but of course. your presentation has to be more than just background information.
Your main task is to analyze the significance of that passage critically, as opposed to responding to
it personally and emotionally. It is not enough to have a vague sense of the plot or a certain character.
You must present an interpretation of the passage beyond its surface-meaning; you should explain your
interpretation by discussing imagery. symbolism. point of view. character development. setting. theme.
etc.. What key issues does it raise? Does it shed light on any hidden attributes or qualities of a
character? How do the cultural assumptions inside the story differ fi:om and are similar to your own?
What mythic elements or religious motifs do you find in the story·: How do m11hs affect the practices
.md beliefs in that culture? How does the passage help you unde:·stand the story as a whole, its woric.l

and tradition? These are some example topics for your presentation.
In addition to presenting your critical response, you must prepare several analysis questions
(inspired by the passage you have worked on) for the class to discuss following your presentation.
Your presentation should be about 12-15 minutes. At the end. you must turn in your typed critical
response (2-3 pages) attached to a separate sheet of paper with the passage of your choice.

Course Calendar
This is a tentative schedule. which \Vill evolve as the class progresses. Changes \Vil! be announced in
class, so stay tuned! The date on the calendar is the date the readings are DUE to be discussed in class.
Week4
M Jan 28: The Pillow Book (sections 61-89)
W Jan 30: The Pillow Book (sections 90-119)
F Feb 1: The Pillow Book(sections 120-150)
Week5
M Feb 4: The Pillml' Book (sections 151-185)
Last Day to Withdraw
W Feb 6: Short essay, first draft due (peer review)
F Feb 8: Final draft due; The Pillow Book (overall reflection)
Week6
M Feb 11: Hesse, Siddhartha (pp. 3-36)
W Feb 13: Siddhartha (pp. 37-73)
F Feb 15: No class; Lincoln's Birthday
Week7
M Feb 18: Siddhartha (pp. 75-115)
W Feb 20: Siddhartha (pp. 117-152)
F Feb 22: Siddhartha (overall reflection)
Week8
M Feb 25: Endo, Silence (translator's preface, prologue, chapters 1-2)
W Feb 27: Midterm
F Feb 29: Silence (chapters 3-4)
Week9
M Mar 3: Go over midterm
W Mar 5: Silence (chapters 5-6)
F Mar 7: No class
Week 10
M Mar 10: No class; Spring Break
W Mar 12: No class: Spring Break
F Mar 14: No class: Spring Break

Week 11
M Mar 17: Silence (chapters 7-8)
W Mar 19: Silence (chapters 9-10, appendix)
F Mar 21: Silence (overall reflection)
Week 12
M Mar 24: Mishima, Spring Sno1v (sections 1-7)
W Mar 26: Long essay, first draft due (peer review): Spring Sno1v (sections 8-12)
F Mar 28: Final draft due; Spring Snow (sections 13-20)
Last Day for W for Course Withdrawal
Week 13
M Mar 31: Spring Snow (sections 21-28)
W Apt: 2: Spring Sn01v (sections 29-34)
F Apr 4.; Spring Snow (sections 35-39)
Week 14
M Apr 7: Spring Snovv (sections 40-49)
W Apr 9: Spring Snow (sections 50-55)
F Apr 11: Spring Snow (sections Overall reflection)
Week 15
M Apr 14: Yoshimoto, Kitchen
W Apr 16: Kitchen
F Apr 18: Yoshimoto, Moonlight Shadovv
Week 16
MApr21: TBA
W Apr23: TBA
F Apr 25: Final exam; last class day
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